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the least plausible. At firstglance, basic principlesof Berkeley’sidealism— for example, thatmaterial

objectshave no existenceoutside our minds— may sound asabsurdto us as they soundedto manyof is

contemporaries. Berkelepiimselfargued, howeverthatthese principlesofferedthe best defense of

common sense andempiricalscience againstthe absurdideas of the moreorthodox thinkers. lis hardto

understand théistory ofmodernphilosophy, especiallythe historyof empiricis1difjghEhgimpactthatit had onepistemology, metag
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ignorance of these policies cannot be used as grounds of appeal.



